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 The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie
In his first book for young adults, bestselling author Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding
cartoonist growing up on the Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to take his future into his own
hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the rez to attend an all-white farm town high school where the
only other Indian is the school mascot. Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely True
Diary of a Part-Time Indian, which is based on the author’s own experiences, coupled with poignant
drawings by acclaimed artist Ellen Forney, that reflect the character’s art, chronicles the contemporary
adolescence of one Native American boy as he attempts to break away from the life he was destined to
live.
 American Born Chinese by Gene Yang
Three apparently unrelated tales come together with an unexpected twist, in a modern fable that is
hilarious, poignant and action-packed. American Born Chinese is an amazing rise, all the way up to the
astonishing climax–and confirms what a growing number of readers already know: Gene Yang is a major
talent.
 Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys
Lina is just like any other fifteen-year-old Lithuanian girl in 1941. She paints, she draws, she gets crushes
on boys. Until one night when Soviet officers barge into her home, tearing her family from the comfortable
life they’ve known. Separated from her father, forced onto a crowded and dirty train car, Lina, her mother,
and her young brother slowly make their way north, crossing the Arctic Circle, to a work camp in the
coldest reaches of Siberia. Here they are forced, under Stalin’s orders, to dig for beets and fight for their
lives under the cruelest of conditions. Lina finds solace in her art, meticulously–and at great risk–
documenting events by drawing, hoping these messages will make their way to her father’s prison camp
to let him know they are still alive. It is a long and harrowing journey, spanning years and covering 6,500
miles, but it is through incredible strength, love, and hope that Lina ultimately survives.
 The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks by E. Lockhart
Frankie Landau-Banks a geeky girl with an unassuming nature sets out to make changes at her elite
boarding school. Frankie is brazen, passionate and questions everything and she just might be a criminal
mastermind. This is the story of how she got that way.
 Divergent by Veronica Roth
In Beatrice Prior’s dystopian Chicago world, society is divided into five factions, each dedicated to the
cultivation of a particular virtue—Candor (the honest), Abnegation (the selfless), Dauntless (the brave),
Amity (the peaceful), and Erudite (the intelligent). On an appointed day of every year, all sixteen-year-olds
must select the faction to which they will devote the rest of their lives. For Beatrice, the decision is
between staying with her family and being who she really is—she can’t have both. So she makes a
choice that surprises everyone, including herself.
 Fist, Stick, Knife, Gun by Geoffrey Canada
In this candid and riveting memoir, Canada relives a childhood in which violence stalked every street
corner.
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 Gamer Girl by Mari Mancusi
After Maddy’s parents’ divorce, she’s stuck starting over at a new high school. Friendless and nicknamed
Freak Girl, Manga-loving artist Maddy finds refuge in the interactive online game Fields of Fantasy.
 If I Stay by Gayle Forman
Seventeen-year-old Mia has no memory of the accident; she can only recall riding along the snow-wet
Oregon road with her family. Then, in a blink, she finds herself watching as her own damaged body is
taken from the wreck.
 Paper Towns by John Green
One month before graduating from his Central Florida high school, Quentin “Q” Jacobsen basks in the
predictable boringness of his life until the beautiful and exciting Margo Roth Spiegelman, Q’s neighbor
and classmate, takes him on a midnight adventure and then mysteriously disappears.
 Perfect Chemistry by Simone Elkeles
When Brittany Ellis walks into chemistry class on the first day of senior year, she has no clue that her
carefully created “perfect” life is about to unravel before her eyes. She’s forced to be lab partners with
Alex Fuentes, a gang member from the other side of town, and he is about to threaten everything she’s
worked so hard for—her flawless reputation, her relationship with her boyfriend, and the secret that her
home life is anything but perfect. Alex is a bad boy and he knows it. So when he makes a bet with his
friends to lure Brittany into his life, he thinks nothing of it. But soon Alex realizes Brittany is a real person
with real problems, and suddenly the bet he made in arrogance turns into something much more.

