Book Club Discussion Guide
Homegoing
By Yaa Gyasi

Author:
Yaa Gyasi was born in Ghana and raised in Huntsville, Alabama. She holds a BA in English from Stanford
University and an MFA from the Iowa Writers’ Workshop, where she held a Dean’s Graduate Research
Fellowship. She lives in New York City.
Summary:
Ghana, eighteenth century: two half sisters are born in different villages, each unaware of the other.
One will marry an Englishman and lead a life of comfort in the palatial rooms of the Cape Coast Castle.
The other will be captured in a raid on her village, imprisoned in the very same castle, and sold into
slavery.
Homegoing follows the parallel paths of these sisters and their descendants through eight generations:
from the Gold Coast to the plantations of Mississippi, from the American Civil War to Jazz Age Harlem.
Yaa Gyasi’s extraordinary novel illuminates slavery’s troubled legacy both for those who were taken and
those who stayed- and shows how the memory of captivity has been inscribed on the soul of the nation.

(From Penguin Random House website)

Discussion Questions:

1. Evaluate the title of the book. Why do you think that the author chose the word Homegoing?
What is a homegoing and where does it appear in the novel? In addition to the term’s literal
meaning, discuss what symbolic meanings or associations the title might have in terms of a
connection with our place of birth, our ancestors, our heritage, and our personal and cultural
histories.
2. Explore the theme of belief. What forms of belief are depicted in the book and what purpose
do these beliefs seem to serve for the characters? Does the author reveal what has shaped the
characters’ beliefs? Do these beliefs seem to have a mostly positive or negative impact on the
believer and those around them?
3. Evaluate the treatment and role of women in the novel. What role does marriage play within the

cultures represented in the novel and how are the women treated as a result? Likewise, what
significance does fertility and motherhood have for the women and how does it influence their
treatment? In the chapter entitled “Effia,” what does Adwoa tell Effia that her coupling with James is
really about? In its depiction of the collective experiences of the female characters, what does the book
seem to reveal about womanhood? How different would you say the treatment and role of women is
today?

4. Consider the setting of the book. What time periods are represented and what places are adopted as
settings? Why do you think that the author chose these particular settings? What subjects and themes
are illuminated via these particular choices? How does the extensive scope of the book help to unify
these themes and create a cohesive treatment of the subjects therein?

5. Explore the theme of complicity. What are some examples of complicity found in the novel? Who is
complicit in the slave trade? Where do most of the slaves come from and who trades them? Who does
Abena’s father say is ultimately responsible (142)? Do you agree with him? Explain why or why not.

6. What significance does naming have in the book? Why do some of the characters have to change or
give up their names? Likewise, what do the characters’ nicknames reveal both about them and about
those who give or repeat these names? What does this dialogue ultimately suggest about the power of
language and naming?

7. Consider the book’s treatment of colonialism and imperialism. Have the issues surrounding
colonialism, imperialism, freedom, and human rights featured in the book been resolved today or do
they linger? If they remain, does the book ultimately offer any suggestions or advice as to how this
might be remedied?
(From Penguin Random House Website)

